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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[January 15, 1858. 



voluntary obedience or an indiscriminate faith. We 
boast of our victories over the prejudices and igno- 
rances of the past, over political oppression and so- 
cial abuses ; but against their progress in tlie temporal 
and secular interests of life must be set off a strange 
reaction in the higher regions of thought and belief, 
which servos in too many instances to render superstition 
more dense and intolerance more keen. It is not slto- 
gether safe, then, to rely on the progress of knowledge 
and cultivation to dissipate this gloom. It is not true 
that those phantoms will disperse on the first glimmering 
of the dawn. On the contrary, seen through the twi- 
light of imperfect day, they assume an aspect at once 
more substantial and more menacing. Man is like the 
traveller who toils up the crags and through the mists 
of the Brocken, only to behold the visionary giant, 
which is the shadow of his own form, looming above 
his path and forbidding his advance.'' — No. 215, July, 
1857. 

While, however, we admit that there is much 
truth in tlie dangers to be dreaded from this 
retrograde tendency of a certain portion of the 
human mind, thus vividly described by the 
eloquent reviewer, quite enough to rouse our best 
energies to counteract its influence and expose 
its character, we confess we cannot bring our- 
selves to believe that such tendencies are either 
general or on the increase. In our view, the 
facts which he pourtrays denote rather the 
struggle of a desperate party to keep up the 
appearance of progress towards its system, by 
rousing into temporary activity the most exag- 
gerated forms of credulity and fanaticism, than 
any real preference of the educated classes (which 
must ever in the long run be the most influential i 
classes) for what is irrational or absurd. And i 
if we were asked what are our prognostications ' 
for the future — whether we anticipate the triumph j 
of true enlightenment and real reform throughout ' 
the world, or apprehend that it will go back I 
into the practices and belief of mediaeval super- | 
stition, prostrating the civil and religious liberties I 
of mankind before the altar of priestly aggran- j 
diseraent, we confess we should rather be pro- ' 
phets of good than of evil, and are strong in the ! 
faith in the ultimate, though, perhaps, tardy, | 
triumph of reason and truth, and the downfall \ 
of superstition and false religion. 

Meantime, we have each an allotted duty to 
perform towards the world and each other, and 
we would earnestly exhort every one to strive 
with all his might to stem and counteract the ' 
evil tendencies of tlie ago in which he lives. 
We have selected our own task, and shall, if 
God continues to us life and health, continue to 
struggle in what we are deeply convinced is the 
cause of truth and virtue. The year that has 
past has afforded ample proof that our labours 
are more largely appreciated than ever they i 
were before. Wo commence the present year | 
with the enlarged circulation of 13,000 copies, I 
and if our friends generally would but exert i 
themselves, sis some of them have nobly and ' 
most disinterestedly done, we see no reason why 
we might not expect that before the close of the 
present year it might be 20,000 — a circulation 
worthy of the cause of the great truths we ad- 
vocate, and the national advancement for which 
we labour with unceasing ardour. We say not 
this fronj any ])ersonal or mercenary motive. 
The terms on which the Catuolic Layman is 
circulated preclude the possibility of pecuniary 
gains from its increased circulation ; but we do 
confess, that so long as we arc able to do good 
by its publication, we are deeply anxious that 
that good should be as largely and widely dif- 
fused as is possible. 

May the year that we have entered on be one 
of advancement in everything good, and of re- 
form of real abuses, whether civil or ecclesiastical ; 
and may the God of Truth bless every elFort to 
promote the cause of Christian truth throughout 
the world ; and our own beloved country not 
be behind in the race of true advancement and 
spiritual progress and enlightenmeat. 
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VERON'S RULE OF CATHOLIC FAITH. 

TO THE EDITOR OF TUE CATHOLIC LAIMAN. 

Sir, — Your correspondent, Mr. Power, seems to be very 
angry with you for misrepresenting the doctrine of the 
Koman Church on the subject of Invocation of Saints. 
Whatever her doctrine may be, it is very hard to arrive at 
a knowledge of what her teachbiy is. I have been forced 
to make this remark from reading Vebon's " Rule of Ca- 
tholic Faiih" translated from the Latin by theRcv. J. Water- 
worth, (a priest of the Roman Church of some repute), Bir- 
mingham edition, 1«33. In the preface of this edition we 
read, " The authority of the following treatise of Vcron Is 
well-known and universally acknowledged." The Council 
of Trent, at the 25lh Session, declared " that it is good and 
profitable suppliantly to invoke them (the saints), and to 
fly to their prayers, help, and aid, in order to obtain favours 
from God ; that it is an impious opinion which denids that 
the saints who enjoy eternal happiness in heaven are to be 
invoked ; or that it is foolish to pray either mentally or 
VOCALLY to those who are reigning in heaven." And yet 
Veron adds, p. 81, " that it is not of faith that the saints 
in heaven hear the prayers of the living, because," he adds, 
" neither I'ins's creed nor the Council of Trent declares 
this, nor proposes it, at least expressly, to our belief. Even 
granting, " he says, " that this induction follows as a ne- 
cessary consequence from the doctrine of the Council," it 
is not of faith, for the reasons above stated, and one is not 
a heretic for rejecting the belief; and, "moreover, although 
it be revealed in the word of (iod, at least the unwritten 
word" [does this not seem very like an admission that it is 
not sanctioned in the written word], '' that the saints are 
to bo invoked, and it follows, therefore, that they hear us ; 
still, the close connection of these two points does not make 
this consequence, however just and necessary, a revealed 
doctrine, or an article of faith." This is an important ad- 
mission, but a great ditHculty is involved in it. What is 
the use of invoking saints, if they cannot hear us ? To 
meet this, Veron dogmatically asserts, " It is, however, 
true that saints really and de facto hear our prayers, 
which are revealed to them probably by the Almighty,.or 
made known to tlicin in some of the various ways explained 
by St. Austin, &c." — p. 82. Now, as this theory is not re- 
velled in tlie Word of God, " written or unwritten, nor 
declared nor proposed in Pius's creed, nor the Council of 
Trent, at least expressly, to our belief," it is no article of 
Catholic faith, and is, therefore, equally not required to bo 
believed. Therefore, according to this great authority, 
any Roman Catholic may believe, without being un- 
orthodox, that his prayers to tainls in heaven are neither 
heard by them nor are tliey revealed to them. Will your 
correspondent subscribe to this ? 

Again, Veron brouiily asserts, p. 83, " It is not of faith 
that the saints are our mediators, and not rather that this 
character belongs to Christ only, because neither our creed 
nor the Council of Trent asserts this.'' So Mr.Power and 
all other Roman Catholics may deny that saints reigning 
with Christ arc our mediators. 

Again, Carilinal Uollurniiiio (an authority repeatedly 
appealed to by Veron) distinctly states that in the act of 
canonization of saints the Church is infallible. — l)e Sanct. 
Bealit. Lib. I., c. i), Tom. ii., p. 2yj. Cologne, 101"). 
Whereas, Veron says, p. 8.j, " that neither the Pope, nor 
even a general council, is guided infallibly in the canoniza- 
tion of a saint ;'' and he gives as proof, " that all CathvUcs 
[In italics] (and he includes Bellarmine in this by name) 
are agreed that the Pope, even in a general council, may 
err on mere matters of fact." He goes still further, and 
asserts that " the canonization of saints is no article of 
faith ; in other words, it is no article of our fa'th that the 
saints whom we invoke — for instance, St. Lawrence, St. 
Vincent, St. Gervase, &c., St. Blase, St. Chrysosiom, 
Ambrose, Dominic, &c are realttf saints, and in the num- 
ber tf the blessed." The only exception made is St. 
Stephen; but not the Blessed Virgin Mary. "Besides," 
he continues, " it is not even an article of our faith that 
such men were even in cxisienco, and, therefore, much less 
are we bound to believe that they really lived saintly 
lives, or were afterwards canonized !" — p. 81. '' No bulls 
of their canoniz ition, though they generally emanate from 
the Pope, as they merely contain a question of fact, declar- 
ing that such u one is a saint, are anywise of Catholic belief. " 
— p. 85. So that a Roman Catholic may still be orthodox 
and refuse to beliovo that any one of the saints in the Romish 
calendar, including the Virgin Mary (St. Stephen ex- 
cepted), are really saints, and he may "doubt the judg- 
ment of his Church on their sanctity" with impunity. 

Ecrraris, a very great authority, in his Ecclesiastical 
Encyclopa;di!i, Tom. vii. Erancof'., 1781, further informs 
us that no one shouhl be venerated as a s.nint without the 
licence of the Pope (§ i.) ; and no person is strictly and 
properly a saint, and worthy of veneration, unless duly 
canonized by the Pope,* and his name enrolled in the re- 
gister of saints, and declared that he may be worshipped by 
all (§ ii): Alexander III., in IIGO, decreed that none 

Tlic first a'iteniu act of canonfzution of a safnt by a Pope (Pope 
John XV.) w:is at the Utter end of the tenth ceaiury (ad. 09^1. 
He issued the first bull. Ttie two previous examples soiueiimes re- 
ferred to, under Leo 11!. and Adrian 1., are "grounded on auppuai- 
tloos pieces."— Du Pin. £ccl. Hist., Cent, x., cap. vi., p. 193, vol. ii. 
EOlt. DulrliD, 1724. 



should thenceforward be acknowledged as saints bat whom 
the Pope declared to be such. Cut what is the use of all 
these precautions, when a Roman Catholic need not be- 
lieve anything about it, on the ground that the Church 
may have been deceived in the canonization of the indivi- 
dual? 

Dr. Delaliogue, in his treatise on the Mystery of the 
Most Holy Trinity, in the appendix on the Worship of 
Saints, declares the '■ worship of saints to he a religious 
worship, althongh the Tridentine Fathers did not use the 
word." (Appendix do Cuitu Sanctorum, p. 218, Tract dc 
Mysterio, S.S. Trinitatis. John Coyne, Dublin, 1822.) 
Whereas, Veron says " that it is not an article of our 
faith that this veneration is to be called a religious venera- 
tion, nor, in fact, is this true of any specific epithet which 
may be used to designate it." — p. 90. So that invocation 
and veneration of saints may, in fact, be repudiated in all 
religious offices. 

With regard to relics, he say.s, "It is not an article of 
our faith that relics are to be adored ; no, not even the 
relics of Christ, much less, consequently, those of the Blessed 
Virgin or of the saints." — p. 93. 

And so I might go on with almost every other article of 
the Romish creed, the object of the writer being to show 
"that it is clear that Protestants neither do, nor possibly can 
differ from us (Romanists) on this point"' — namely, the re- 
spect and honour they pay to saints — p. 97. How far Mr. 
Power subscribes to this negative Romanism it is impossi- 
ble to say ; but it is evidently very difficult to define what 
Roman Catholics do believe, and what is the positive doc- 
trine those " to whom the office of teaching has been en- 
trusted" do instruct the faithful. 

Protestantism has been declared a negative system, bnt 
Veron shows us by his book that Romatiism is essentially 
so. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

C. II. Collette. 

P.S. — Your readers will, no doubt, be surprised that this 
s^rae Veron pretends that the body of Christ in the tran- 
substantiated elements may bo said, by a Roman Catholic, 
to be present under the appearance ofbread and wine in a 
spiritual manner or spiritually (which he prints in italics), 
without iu any way being declared a heretic ! — p. 90. 



ON THE SUPREMACY OF THE POPE. 

TO THE EDITOR OI THE CATHOLIC LAVJIAX. 

Respected Sib, — The Catholic Layman of August 
15, Sept., Oct., Nov., and Dec , 1850, having just 
fallen into my hands, I see you have, undi r the head 
of " See of Peter," been labouring diligently through 
all the consecutive iinrabers to " show how little his- 
torical ground there is for holding that St. Peter was 
ever Bishop of Rome." (Oct. 17). Had joti even suc- 
ceeded in what you were there driving at, 'twas still 
lost labour ; for Catholics lay not such stress on this 
question as you would foin give them credit for ; but 
after all your elaborate research, and aflcctation of 
minute exactness, you have failed to turn up anything 
nev.' on this topic, or to put it in any other light than it 
was before viewed in — viz , that however well attested is 
the fact of his having been Bishop of Rome, the actual 
period or duration of his episcopacy is not so ; nor is it 
requisite that it should ; for the wholo diictrino of the 
Pope's supremacy is contained in these two iirlicles : — 
Fir^t, that (Christ, having declared there should be but 
'•one shepherd and one fold," actually made St. Peter 
his terrestrial shepherd; in order that, in the cveut of 
schism, or in the multitude of tccls. niiich, in every 
age, have distracted Christianity, the faithful should 
have no excuse for inis.sing the " one fold, ' i.r tlio Catho- 
lic Church. Secondly, that this office, according to 
Christ's institution, was, after Peter's decease, to pass to 
his successors, who were no other than the Bishops of 
Rome. The first i* grounded upon Scripture (John x. 
10; Luke xxii. 31, 33, &c.); but chiefly on the deci- 
sive words— "rule my sheep," said to Peter alone; 
itoiitamtXv, in the Greek, sig:iifying " to rule :'' and the 
second, on the pcipetual tradition of the Catholic Church 
(as the learned Bishop I'o.irson, of CliOi^ter, has fully 
proved in Ins "Succession of the Roman I'oiuilis," pages 
27,31). So, we kiioWjfrom Scripture (.John xx.) that 
the Apostles received the Holy Ghost, with power to for- 
give sins ; but from tradition only, that this iiowcr was to 
be continued. 

Thus, you see that the Popes supremacy is no w,iy 
involved in the question whether St. Peter was or was 
not Bishop of Rome. If Bellarmine thinks otherwise, ho 
nowhere says that it is an artic'e of faith. In fact, if 
St. Peter had expired immediately after the words "rule 
or feed my sheep" were addrcssi d to him by eur Lord, 
the jiopcs would not have lost thereliy an iota of their 
title to be his successors. 

However, it seems there is, after all, " a, little histori- 
cal gruuud" (Oct. 17) for holding this fact: while you 
have failed to allege not only a " little," but any his- 
torical grounds at ail against it ; except you call your 
own zealous wishes and conjectures suggested thereby, 
historical grounds; and yet you presume to "think wo 
have said enough to show any candid inquirer that the 
testimony of learned men. Catholic as well as Protestant, 
is opposed to the alleged historic fact." (Ibid.) "Tis true 
St. Jerome is made to "distinctly assert, both of SS. 



